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Policies on Homelessness
Homelessness is a social problem facing both developed and emerging nations. Many countries have tried addressing the setback as a national issue. Tsai et al. (2017) observe that housing problem awareness in the US began in the early 1980s and that several initiatives have been in place to address it. This paper discusses two policies adopted in the US at the federal, state, and local capacities to address the problem while focusing on detail areas regarding the policies such as the bill summary, the date the policy was passed, location of the policy, level and sponsor of the policy, and the entities responsible for implementation.
McKinney-Vento Homelessness Assistance Act
The first policy that the federal government instituted was the passage of the McKinney-Vento Homelessness Assistance Act. As Lee, McGuire & Kim (2018) report, this policy was enacted in 1987 to eradicate the rising cases of homelessness through the support program of the Emergency Food and Shelter National Board Program that had existed since 1983. The bill was sponsored by McKinney in New York City at the federal level (Lee, McGuire & Kim, 2018). Through the policy, several housing and shelter problems were solved through a transitional program of staying where the homeless were accommodated for between 1 to 3 months in the houses assigned as they fetch for jobs and better houses (Lee, McGuire & Kim, 2018).
Housing services were, since then, offered to the venerable through the US Departments of Education, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and Health and Human Services (HHS) (Lee, McGuire & Kim, 2018). Those who lived with disabilities were given permanent houses by the government through the HUD programs and were therefore considered permanent residents. Later in the year 2002, the program was extended to single adults who were given permanent houses to reduce their dependence on emergency assistance funds (Lee, McGuire & Kim, 2018). This compassionate approach was approved by congress and it greatly reduced the government’s expenditures in the emergency services at the local, state, and federal levels (Hennigan & Speer, 2019).
Rapid Re-Housing Policy
Another policy adopted to solve the homelessness problem is the Rapid Re-Housing Policy. The policy targeted homeless parents and children through the Rapid Re-Housing for Families Demonstration Program which was facilitated by HUD’s Office of Development and Research through the US congress to federal levels (Lee, McGuire & Kim, 2018). The system advocated for giving families permanent houses under subsidized costs over a short duration which was a move from the transitional housing approach. Started in the year 2007, the policy enabled housing assistance, child care, mental health care, and job training, among other benefits to the vulnerable in the community (Hennigan & Speer, 2019). The federal government implemented the program after congress approval and it aided leasing to the tenants on a short-term basis of 3-6 or 12-15 months (Lee, McGuire & Kim, 2018). Even though homelessness was not perfectly solved due to the uncertainty created after the end of lease periods, the problem was reduced by a great margin.
The Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program under the coordination of the HUD department of Development Research was incorporated by the congress as an entity of The Rapid-Re-Housing Policy to help in averting the situation as the department responsible with the duty (Lee, McGuire & Kim, 2018). This program was executed through mechanisms such as short-term financial aid to the homeless, landlord negotiations, search for houses on behalf of the affected, and security support to the families, among other services (Lee, McGuire & Kim, 2018). The Emergency Shelter Grants Programs under the patronage of HUD was another organized approach that ensured the grant body did not use above 30% of the grant allocation in settling housing challenges but did not set capping on funding for emergency shelter (Lee, McGuire & Kim, 2018).
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